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Southminster Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Missouri, is called by God to proclaim the  
good news of Jesus Christ, to minister in love to the needs of members of the congregation  

and residents of the community, and to promote peace and justice in the world.  
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A young couple spent months getting to know each other.  He is at first rejected but 
continues to try getting her attention.  Over time the young man begins to follow her 
religion and eventually follows her in faith.  One day he asks  her to marry him and the 
response was not as favorable as he had hoped.  No rejection this time but a simple wait and 
see how things work out.  Almost a year later she agrees to get married but it must be done 
along the lines of her faith.  Overjoyed the young man agrees.  They start the paperwork 
and immediately stumbling blocks appear.  The law stipulates that he cannot marry her 
because his former faith does not allow him to do so.  If the marriage is recorded, and she 
insists that it must be, then he would be put in jail maybe even drastically harmed or put to 
death.  
 
He is heart broken but she tells him, God can work miracles, let us pray, and see what God 
will do.  They have set a date, made all their plans, but still no marriage certificate has been 
issued.  All avenues but one had been approached, several times.  In sorrow she actually 
begins thinking she must cancel everything. She is told there is one last place to go, visit a 
man who is in another district, there he may issue you the paperwork you need.  Though 
everyone believes this man will not perform the needed task she goes out of her need.  To 
her amazement, the official greats her warmly, accepts her request, and issues all the 
documents she needs.  The loving couple gets married.  
 
A few years later it is revealed under pressure by their government that he had converted 
from his beliefs to hers.  In the middle of a growing national crisis of persecution they flee to 
another country.  As they leave he pulls out of their small garden a flower root and takes it 
with them.  She was unaware he had done so.  Yet, he kept the root alive and regrew the 
flowers when they had found a home to live in again.  Every morning in their old home he 
had picked a few petals and laid them on the open window so she could smell their sweet 
fragrance.  Now he could do the same for her once again.  
 
I met them a few weeks ago and we became friends very quickly.  The story she told me 
was, of course more detailed, her husband had become a Christian in a land where it was 
against the law to do so.  They had fled for their lives, eventually becoming American 
citizens.  Both have been involved in Christian ministry, working as Presbyterians, and now 
are translating and sending Bibles into their native lands.  Her faith in God that their 
marriage would come to pass was tested, she held on to her beliefs, and now the rest is 
history.  
 
Hang on to Christ, there is an answer coming, love in all things, and you will see great and 
might acts from our God.  
 
Pastor Charley  
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Charlie and Kim Bush have moved from their 

Linwood address to:  

4098 Moon Valley Road  

Ozark, MO  65721  

Dear Southminster Friends, 
     Thanks very much for the support you have 
given to all the Palmer family over the years as 
we struggled with Dougôs cancer and his death 
on Saturday, April 9th. 
     The outpouring of love and thoughtfulness 
in the prayers, visits, financial help, food, 
flowers, cards and letters you provided is 
greatly appreciated. 
     Your attendance at the visitation and 
memorial service meant a lot to us. 
     Thank you!!! 

Love, Patsy and Steve Palmer 

May 15 Pentecost Sunday is 
a commemoration and 
celebration of the receiving 
of the Holy Spirit by the early 
church. John the Baptist 
prophesied of the first 

Pentecost when Jesus would baptize with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11).  The 
communion table will be dressed in red.  All 
members of the congregation are encouraged 
to wear something red.  (Remember Susan 
Rosenbaum's fire colored hair last year).   

The Pentecost Offering will also be taken that 
day.  This is one of the Special Offerings of PC
(USA).  A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps 
the church encourage, develop, and support its 
young people, and also address the needs of at
-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering 
can be retained by individual congregations 
wanting to make an impact in the lives of young 
people within their own community. The 
remaining 60% is used to support ministries of 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

July  13 June 15  

June 29  

Thank you to all my church family  for all the 
prayers, cards, visits, emails and phone calls I 
received the past several weeks.  It means so 
much to me that we have such a caring group of 
people.  I am slowly getting back to normal 
again.  Thanks again.. 

Thanks, Carolyn Mitchell  

The church's annual 

picnic to welcome in 

summer will be held this 

year in our own church 

yard under the trees.  

This will be on Wednesday, May 25th, at 

the usual 5:30 p.m. Wednesday evening 

meeting time.  In case of rain we will 

simply transfer into Fellowship Hall.  

There will be hot dogs and hamburgers 

provided along with drinks and all the 

fixings.  You are asked to bring a side dish 

to finish filling out the meal.  Do plan to 

come and join in an evening of good 

fellowship!  

Since there was no Session meeting in April, 
there are no Session notes for this Scroll 
edition.  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.11
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B I R T H D A Y S:   

1st - Duane Robinett 

3rd - Bryce Shields 

14th - Rosemary Finney 

15th - Wilda Cogdill  

17th - Sue Kness 

17th - Denise Moll 

19th - JayE Shurtz 
 

A N N I V E R S A R I E S:   

25th - Paul & Judy Robbins 

H E A LTH  C ON C E R N S  

Paul Finney, Judi Anderson,  

Carolyn Mitchell, The Palmer family,  

Joe Bogue, Rick Jester, Julie Newton,  

Gondy Shuler, Keila Ferree  
 

M EMBERS  WITH  ONGOING  CONCERNS  

Lea Barcomb at Home  

Mary Brunner at Elfindale Manor  

Dale McDonald at Mount Vernon  

Sharol Neely at Home  

Margaret Randall at Woodland Manor  

Maxine Graves at Home  

Jean Stokke at Montclair  
 

  F RI E N D S  &  F AMI LY  

Charles Bess, father of Jeff Bess  

Jerry Holt, brother of Don Holt  

Linda Ice; Deidre , sister & niece  

of Nancy Robinett  

Cameron Marshall, son of Denise Moll  

Randy Randall, son of Margaret  

Clare Fulvio, mother of Maria Nelson  

Jack Shuler, grandson of Gondy Shuler  

Grant & Cece (Lumpe) Hayden  

Jan (John), Rich Marshõs friend 

Louise Davis, Denise Mollõs mother 

SEEKERS YARD SALE 
coming up on July 2nd.  
Please drop off items July 
1st between 10:00 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m. at the church.   

SEEKERS are asking 
Southminster members 

again to set aside a box at your house for 
your items to donate to support the 2016 
SEEKERS  YARD -SALE  fundraiser to help 
sponsor our events  throughout the year. DO 
NOT bring items to the church until the 
above date/time as we have no storage to 
keep the items, but gather them in your 
home until July. Then if you need us to pick 
up your boxes we can do that or you can drop 
them off at the church on the stated drop off 
date. Thanks to the congregation and your 
donations, it continues to keep the SEEKERS 
committed to our cause.  

Michael Lyons  

SEEKERS  
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I love the month of May for many reasons. It is 
that time of year when churches are celebrating 
mothers and graduates, gearing up for Vacation 
Bible School and this year, celebrating 
Pentecost. The activity of the month has most 
churches doing missions in high gear. 
Something that has been talked about in a 
couple of committees in JCP is sharing what is 
going on in each church so other churches 
might get ideas for missions of their own, ideas 
for VBS and ideas for worship on Pentecost 
Sunday. The VBS sharing might help us as we 
try to come up with ideas or help us know which 
VBS programs are great and which ones are 
not so great. Sharing about Pentecost services 
might give churches new energy as they begin 
summer missions. So, If you have information, 
missions, celebrations or just stuff you would 
like to share, send it to me at: 
pastoralpresbyter@gmail.com and I can put it in 
the Notices and on the website. This is just 
another way we can be connected as Godôs 
people who are called to be Presbyterian. 

Rev. Susan Rosenbaum 

  FROM 
Presbyterian Peacemaking 

Program 
Transforming cultures of violence 
into communities of peace 

 
     Although peacemaking can take 

many forms, when most of us think about a need 
for peace, probably the Middle East situation 
comes to mind most often.  This April, the 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program sponsored a 
Mosaic of Peace Conference.  Our own Pastor 
Charley Shurtz and Ted Scott were two of the 
participants called to be witnesses to/and/for peace 
in the Holy Land.  There they were inspired by 
stories of Christian peacemakers in the Holy Land, 
equipped by engagement with Christian, Muslim, 
and Jewish leaders, and connected with global and 
local partners to take meaningful action for a just 
and lasting peace in the region. 
     Charley and Ted met with the group in Newark, 
New Jersey on the evening of Monday, April 4 for 
their first orientation.  The group was led by a 
Presbyterian Leadership Team consisting of Co-
Directors Susan Orr, Presbyter for Mission and 
Education for the Genesse Valley Presbytery (NY) 
and Lawrence Bartel, Pastor of Niccolls Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Old Forge, NY.  In 
addition, Carl Horton, Coordinator of the 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program and Kate 
Taber, a mission co-worker in Israel-Palestine 
were part of the leadership team.   
     On Tuesday morning and early afternoon there 
was another meeting and then they all began their 
flights to Tel Aviv that evening.  Charley and Ted 
went through Moscow to get there, while others 
arrived via different routes.  They arrived in Tel 
Aviv late afternoon, April 6.  They then began ten 
days of rigorous touring in the Holy Land and had 
22 meetings during this time.  The meetings 
covered subjects such as international law, Israeli 
intentional apartheid type laws, land confiscation, 
the so-called security wall, military courts held for 
Palestinians, benefits restrictions on Palestinians 
and the 1948 and 1967 wars.  They also learned 
about local Christian influence and churches and 
some of the peaceful interactions between Israelis 
and Palestinians.  They were in Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem, as well as in Hebron, and explored the 
land of Jesus' ministry, Galilee.  On Sunday, the 
group attended Evangelical Lutheran Christmas 
Church for a service in Arabic and portions in 
English. 
     Following the Mosaic of Peace, Charley and 
Ted took a side trip to Cypress.  They will give a 
presentation of their trip on Wednesday, May 18, 
during our "Wonderful Wednesday" time together.  
We look forward to hearing more details about 
their trip and how it has made a difference in their 
lives. 
   

Submitted by Sue Moore 

 

YOUTH NEWS!  

Michael and Phyllis attended Second Sunday in 
April, where approximately twenty Presby-
terian Youth met at Hillcrest Church for fun, 
food, fellowship, and a motivating message. 

A gentleman from "Rare Breed" spoke to the 
youth about this program and shared 
techniques to use in survival situations.  Many 
Presbyterian Churches in the area take turns 
hosting this monthly  program for our youth. 

Michael and Phyllis were also fortunate to hear 
Tim Tebow speak at College of the Ozarks in 
April.  We were inspired by his spiritual 
message and learning about the worthwhile 
programs, especially for children, that he 
promotes to help those in need all over the 
world.  We were also entertained by his 
humorous anecdotes about growing up in a 
missionary family and living on a farm with his 
siblings, who were all very competitive.  

This summer, we are planning a trip to Branson 
to see the production of "Moses" at the Sight 
and Sound Theatre.  

mailto:pastoralpresbyter@gmail.com



