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Southminster Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Missouri, is called by God to proclaim the
good news of Jesus Christ, to minister in love to the needs of members of the congregation
and residents of the community, and to promote peace and justice in the world.

A young couple spent months getting to know each other. He is at first rejected but
continues to try getting her attention. Over time the young man begins to follow her
religion and eventually follows her in faith. One day he asks her to marry him and the
response was not as favorable as he had hoped. No rejection this time but a simple wait and
see how things work out. Almost a year later she agrees to get married but it must be done
along the lines of her faith. Overjoyed the young man agrees. They start the paperwork
and immediately stumbling blocks appear. The law stipulates that he cannot marry her
because his former faith does not allow him to do so. If the marriage is recorded, and she
insists that it must be, then he would be put in jail maybe even drastically harmed or put to
death.

He is heart broken but she tells him, God can work miracles, let us pray, and see what God
will do. They have set a date, made all their plans, but still no marriage certificate has been
issued. All avenues but one had been approached, several times. In sorrow she actually
begins thinking she must cancel everything. She is told there is one last place to go, visit a
man who is in another district, there he may issue you the paperwork you need. Though
everyone believes this man will not perform the needed task she goes out of her need. To
her amazement, the official greats her warmly, accepts her request, and issues all the
documents she needs. The loving couple gets married.

A few years later it is revealed under pressure by their government that he had converted
from his beliefs to hers. In the middle of a growing national crisis of persecution they flee to
another country. As they leave he pulls out of their small garden a flower root and takes it
with them. She was unaware he had done so. Yet, he kept the root alive and regrew the
flowers when they had found a home to live in again. Every morning in their old home he
had picked a few petals and laid them on the open window so she could smell their sweet
fragrance. Now he could do the same for her once again.

| met them a few weeks ago and we became friends very quickly. The story she told me
was, of course more detailed, her husband had become a Christian in a land where it was
against the law to do so. They had fled for their lives, eventually becoming American
citizens. Both have been involved in Christian ministry, working as Presbyterians, and now
are translating and sending Bibles into their native lands. Her faith in God that their
marriage would come to pass was tested, she held on to her beliefs, and now the rest is
history.

Hang on to Christ, there is an answer coming, love in all things, and you will see great and
might acts from our God.

Pastor Charley
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The church's annual
picnic to welcome in
summer will be held this
year in our own church

= yard wunder the trees.
ThIS will be on Wednesday, May 25th, at
the usual 5:30 p.m. Wednesday evening
meeting time. In case of rain we will
simply transfer into Fellowship Hall.
There will be hot dogs and hamburgers
provided along with drinks and all the
fixings. You are asked to bring a side dish
to finish filling out the meal. Do plan to
come and join in an evening of good
fellowship!
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Charlie and Kim Bush have moved from their
Linwood address to:

4098 Moon Valley Road
Ozark, MO 65721

- Since there was no Session meeting in April,
Ithere are no Session notes for this Scroll !
edltlon |
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.11

e
Praying Through
God's Word
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HEALTH CONCERNS
Paul Finney, Judi Anderson,
Carolyn Mitchell, The Palmer family,
Joe Bogue, Rick Jester, Julie Newton,
Gondy Shuler, Keila Ferree

MEMBERS WITH ONGOING CONCERNS
Lea Barcomb at Home
Mary Brunner at Elfindale Manor
Dale McDonald at Mount Vernon
Sharol Neely at Home
Margaret Randall at Woodland Manor
Maxine Graves at Home
Jean Stokke at Montclair

FRIENDS & F AMILY
Charles Bess, father of Jeff Bess
Jerry Holt, brother of Don Holt
Linda Ice; Deidre , sister & niece
of Nancy Robinett
Cameron Marshall, son of Denise Moll
Randy Randall, son of Margaret
Clare Fulvio, mother of Maria Nelson

N

BIRTHDAYS:
1st - Duane Robinett
3rd - Bryce Shields
14th - Rosemary Finney
15th - Wilda Cogdill
17th - Sue Kness
17th - Denise Moll
19th - JayE Shurtz

AN
‘

ANNIVERSARIES
25th - Paul & Judy Robbins

SEEKERS YARD SALE
coming up on July 2nd. :
Please drop off items July :

YI\RD

Jack Shuler, grandson of Gondy Shuler E * 1st between 10:00 a.m. and
Grant & Cece (Lumpe) Hayden 5“‘- 3 00 p.m. at the church. f

Jan (John), Ri ch Mar shés f rii SEEKERS are asking
Louise Davis, Deni se Mol |l &8s mothe Southminster members
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‘again to set aside a box at your house for
iyour items to donate to support the 2016 :
:SEEKERS YARD-SALE fundraiser to help
isponsor our events throughout the year. DO
:NOT bring items to the church until the
‘above date/time as we have no storage to :
ikeep the items, but gather them in your
‘home until July. Then if you need us to pick
‘up your boxes we can do that or you can drop
‘them off at the church on the stated drop off
:date. Thanks to the congregation and your
:donations, it continues to keep the SEEKERS
:committed to our cause.

. Michael Lyons
: SEEKERS
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